J. Warner Wallace is a cold-case homicide detective who
never lost a case that was brought to trial. He was also
an atheist who used his detective skills to investigate the
claims of Christianity. Through his investigation, he
became a Christian. He is now a Christian apologist –
someone who defends the truths of the Christian faith.

Cold-Case Homicides Murders that have gone unsolved so long that the case has gone
cold. Generally years go by and witnesses might no longer be alive!
But there is no limit on being tried for murder. So, the detectives have to put together the
evidence to try to figure out who was the killer.
Two type of evidence:

Direct Evidence

Indirect or circumstantial
The eye witnesses are no longer alive or no one saw the person do it.
So, you have to put all of the clue together to say: It is probable? Is it
reasonable that this is true?
Imagine seeing muddy boot prints on a new rug.
Your three-year old son is asked if he did it. He says, “No.” But you
see:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Muddy rubber boots that your child wears
The boot prints are the same size as the boots.
His pants have mud all over them.
The towel in the bathroom is muddy with handprints his size.

Is it possible that the didn’t do it? Yes, it is “possible.” However, is it probable and reasonable
that he left muddy boot prints given the evidence? Yes.
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Can you trust the Gospel writers?
Were the writers of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John reliable eyewitnesses? Here are four main
things to consider if an account is trustworthy.

1. WERE THEY PRESENT?
A. Were they really eye witnesses?
B. Did they write closer to the time of Jesus or farther away? The closer to the date, the
less someone can change the evidence.

2. WERE THEY CORROBORATED?
A. Is there internal agreement?
i. Do the writers agree with the details or do they contradict each other?
B. Are there other sources that can verify, corroborate, what the Gospel writers wrote?
i. Ancient Jewish sources?
ii. Ancient Roman or other sources?
iii. Archeology?

3. WERE THEY ACCURATE?
A. How were they copied?
i. How many copies do we have?
ii. How early (close to the date of Jesus) were the copies?
B. Did the stories change over time?
i. Is there a “chain” of custody?

4. WERE THEY BIASED?
A. Did the gospel writers lie or cheat? Did they change the evidence to gain something?
According to Wallace, everyone has three basic motives to lie or cheat
i. Financial Greed (did they writers get rich? No.)
ii. Sexual or Relational Desire (Did they do it to get girlfriends? No)
iii. Pursuit of Power (Did they get power? No. In fact they were jailed and in some
cases killed.)
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Historical Reliability: The closer a manuscript is written to the actual event, and the closer
copies of the manuscripts are the actual event, the more historically trustworthy they are.

Timeline of Ancient Manuscripts
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